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Correspondence   With   Kinsmen 

LETTERS  WHICH  THE  PRESIDENT  WROTE  TO  HIS  OWN  AND  HIS 

WIFE'S  RELATIVES 


SOLOMON  LINCOLN 
A   Descendant   of    Samuel   Lincoln 
the  President's  First  American  Pro- 
genitor.   He    Lived    at    Hingham, 
Mass. 

March  6,  1848 
Mr.  Solomon  Lincoln, 
Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Hale,  in  which 
you  do  me  the  honor  of  making  some 
kind  inquiries  concerning  me,  has 
been  handed  me  by  Mr.  Hale,  with 
the  request  that  I  should  give  you  the 
desired  information.  I  was  born  Feb. 
12th,  1809,  in  Hardin  County  Ken- 
tucky. My  father's  name  is  Thomas: 
my  grandfather  was  Abraham,  the 
same  as  my  own.  My  grandfather  went 
from  Rockingham  county,  in  Virginia, 
to  Kentucky,  about  the  year  1782; 
and,  two  years  afterwards,  was  killed 
by  the  Indians.  We  have  a  vague  tra- 
dition, that  my  great-grandfather  went 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Virginia,  and 
that  he  was  a  Quaker.  Further  back 
than  this,  I  have  never  heard  any- 
thing. It  may  do  no  harm  to  say  that 


"Abraham"  and  "Mordecai"  are  com- 
mon names  in  our  family;  while  the 
name  "Levi,"  so  common  among  the 
Lincolns  of  New  England,  I  have  not 
known  in  any  instance  among  us. 

Owing  to  my  father  being  left  an 
orphan  at  the  age  of  six  years,  in 
poverty,  and  in  a  new  country,  he 
became  a  wholly  uneducated  man, 
which  I  suppose  is  the  reason  why  I 
know  so  little  of  our  family  history. 
I  believe  I  can  say  nothing  more  that 
would  at  all  interest  you.  If  you  shall 
be  able  to  trace  any  connection  be- 
tween yourself  and  me,  or,  in  fact, 
whether  you  shall  or  not,  I  should  be 
pleased  to  have  a  line  from  you  at  any 
time. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  Lincoln. 


March  24,  1848 
Mr.  Solomon  Lincoln, 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  21st  is  re- 
ceived. I  shall  not  be  able  to  answer 
your  interrogatories  very  fully.  I  will, 
however,  do  the  best  I  can.  T  have 
mentioned     that     my     grandfather's 
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name  was  Abraham.  He  had,  as  I  think 
I  have  heard,  four  brothers,  Isaac, 
Jacob,  Thomas  and  John.  He  had 
three  sons,  Mordecai,  Josiah  and 
Thomas,  the  last,  my  father.  My 
Uncle  Mordecai  had  three  sons,  Abra- 
ham, James  and  Mordecai.  Uncle  Jo- 
siah had  several  daughters,  and  an 
only  son,  Thomas.  My  father  had  an 
only  child,  myself,  of  course.  This  is 
all  I  know  certainly  on  the  subject  of 
name;  it  is,  however,  my  father's  un- 
derstanding that  Abraham,  Mordecai 
and  Thomas  are  old  family  names  of 
ours.  The  reason  I  did  not  mention 
Thomas  as  a  family  name  in  my  other 
letter  was  because  it  is  so  very  com- 
mon a  name,  as  to  prove  but  little,  if 
anything,  in  the  way  of  identification. 
Since  I  wrote  you,  it  occurred  to 
me  to  inquire  of  Governor  McDowell, 
who  represents  the  district  in  Vir- 
ginia, including  Rockingham,  whether 
he  knew  persons  of  our  name  there. 
He  informs  he  does;  though  none  very 
intimately  except  one,  an  old  man  by 
the  Christian  name  of  David.  That  he 
is  of  our  family  I  have  no  doubt.  I 
now  address  him  a  letter,  making  such 
inquiries  as  suggest  themselves;  and, 
when  I  shall  receive  an  answer,  I  will 
communicate  to  you  anything  that 
may  seem  pertinent  to  your  object. 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  Lincoln. 


DAVID  LINCOLN 

Son  of  Jacob  Lincoln  and  a  First 
Cousin  of  the  President's  Father. 
He  Lived  at  Dayton,  Virginia. 

Washington,  March  24,  1848. 
Mr.  David  Lincoln. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  very  worthy  repre- 
sentative. Gov.  McDowell,  has  given 
me  your  name  and  address,  and  as  my 


father  was  born  in  Rockingham,  from 
whence  his  father,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
emigrated  to  Kentucky  about  the  year 
1782, 1  have  concluded  to  address  you 
to  ascertain  whether  we  are  not  of 
the  same  family.  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  if  you  will  write  me  telling 
me  whether  you  in  any  way  know 
anything  of  my  grandfather,  what  re- 
lation you  are  to  him,  and  so  on.  Also, 
if  you  know  where  your  family  came 
from  when  they  settled  in  Virginia, 
tracing  them  back  as  far  as  your 
knowledge  extends. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  Lincoln. 


Washington,  April  2, 1848 
Dear  Sir:  Last  evening  I  was  much 
gratified  by  receiving  and  reading 
your  letter  of  the  30th  of  March. 
There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  that 
your  uncle  Abraham  and  my  grand- 
father was  the  same  man.  His  family 
did  reside  in  Washington  County, 
Kentucky,  just  as  you  say  you  found 
them  in  1801  or  1802.  The  oldest  son, 
Uncle  Mordecai,  near  twenty  years 
ago  removed  from  Kentucky  to  Han- 
cock County,  Illinois,  where  within  a 
year  or  two  afterward  he  died,  and 
where  his  surviving  children  now  live. 
His  two  sons  there  now  are  Abraham 
and  Mordecai;  and  their  post-office 
is  "La  Harpe."  Uncle  Josiah,  farther 
back  than  my  recollection,  went  from 
Kentucky  to  Blue  River  in  Indiana.  I 
have  not  heard  from  him  in  a  great 
many  years,  and  whether  he  is  still 
living  I  cannot  say.  My  recollection 
of  what  I  have  heard  is  that  he  has 
several  daughters  and  only  one  son, 
Thomas — ^iheir  post-office  is  "Cory- 
den,  Harrison  County,  Indiana."  My 
father,  Thomas,  is  still  living  in  Coles 
County,    Illinois,    being   in   the   sev- 
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enty-first  year  of  his  age — his  post- 
office  is  "Charleston,  Coles  County, 
Illinois" — I  am  his  only  child.  I  am 
now  in  my  fortieth  year;  and  I  live 
in  Springfield,  Sangamon  County, 
Illinois.  This  is  the  outline  of  my 
grandfather's  family  in  the  West. 

I  think  my  father  has  told  me  that 
grandfather  had  four  brothers — Isaac, 
Jacob,  John,  and  Thomas.  Is  that  cor- 
rect? And  which  of  them  was  your 
father?  Are  any  of  them  alive?  I  am 
quite  sure  that  Isaac  resided  on  Wat- 
auga, near  a  point  where  Virginia 
and  Tennessee  join;  and  that  he  has 
been  dead  more  than  twenty,  perhaps 
thirty,  years;  also  that  Thomas  re- 
moved to  Kentucky,  near  Lexington, 
where  he  died  a  good  while  ago. 

What  was  your  grandfather's  Chris- 
tian name?  Was  he  not  a  Quaker? 
About  what  time  did  he  emigrate  from 
Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  Vir- 
ginia? Do  you  know  anything  of  your 
family  (or  rather  I  may  now  say  our 
family),  farther  back  than  your 
grandfather? 

If  it  be  not  too  much  trouble  to 
you,  I  shall  be  much  pleased  to  hear 
from  you  again.  Be  assured  I  will  call 
on  you,  should  anything  ever  bring 
me  near  you.  I  shall  give  your  respects 
to  Governor  McDowell  as  you  desire. 

Very  truly  yours, 
A.  Lincoln. 

THOMAS  LINCOLN 

Father  of  the  President 

Washington,  December  24,  1848. 
My  dear  Father:  Your  letter  of  the 
7th  was  received  night  before  last.  I 
very  cheerfully  send  you  the  twenty 
dollars,  which  sum  you  say  is  neces- 
sary to  save  your  land  from  sale.  It  is 
singular  that  you  should  have  forgot- 


ten a  judgment  against  you;  and  it  is 
more  singular  that  the  plaintiff  should 
have  let  you  forget  it  so  long,  par- 
ticularly as  I  suppose  you  always  had 
property  enough  to  satisfy  a  judg- 
ment of  that  amount.  Before  you  pay 
it,  it  would  be  well  to  be  sure  you 
have  not  paid,  or  at  least  that  you 
cannot  prove  that  you  have  paid  it. 

Give  my  love  to  mother  and  all  the 
connections. 

Affectionately  your  son, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Appended  to  this  note  is  a  letter  to  his  step- 
brother John  D.  Johnston,  which  will  aijpear  in 
a  future  number  of  the  Kinsman. 

SARAH  BUSH  JOHNSTON 
LINCOLN 

Stepmother  of  the  President 

Nov.  4,  1851. 
Dear  Mother : 

Chapman  tells  me  he  w^ants  you  to 
go  and  live  with  him.  If  I  were  you 
I  would  try  it  awhile.  If  you  get  tired 
of  it  (as  I  think  you  will  not)  you  can 
return  to  your  own  home.  Chapman 
feels  very  kindly  to  you;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  he  will  make  your  situation 
very  pleasant. 

Sincerely  your  son, 
A.  Lincoln. 

JESSE  LINCOLN 
Son  of  John  and  Mary  Lincoln  and 
a   First   Cousin  of  the  President's 
Father. 

Springfield,  Illinois,  April  1,  1854. 

My  dear  Sir:  On  yesterday  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  the  16ih  of  March.  From  what  you 
say  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  you 
and  I  are  of  the  same  family.  The 
history  of  your  family,  as  you  give  it, 
is  precisely  what  I  have  always  heard, 
and  partly  know,  of  my  own.  As  you 
have  supposed,  I  am  the  grandson  of 
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your  uncle  Abraham;  and  the  story 
of  his  death  by  the  Indians,  and  of 
Uncle  Mordecai,  then  fourteen  years 
old,  killing  one  of  the  Indians,  is  the 
legend  more  strongly  than  all  others 
imprinted  upon  my  mind  and  mem- 
ory. I  am  the  son  of  grandfather's 
youngest  son,  Thomas.  I  have  often 
heard  my  father  speak  of  his  uncle 
Isaac  residing  at  Watauga  (I  think), 
near  where  the  then  States  of  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  and  Tennessee  join, 
— you  seem  now  to  be  some  hundred 
miles  or  so  west  of  that.  I  often  saw 
Uncle  Mordecai,  and  Uncle  Josiah 
but  once  in  my  life:  but  I  never 
resided  near  either  of  them.  Uncle 
Mordecai  died  in  1831  or  2,  in  Han- 
cock County,  Illinois,  where  he  had 
then  recently  removed  from  Kentucky, 
and  where  his  children  had  also  re- 
moved, and  still  reside,  as  I  under- 
stand. Whether  Uncle  Josiah  is  dead 
or  living,  I  cannot  tell,  not  having 


heard  from  him  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  When  I  last  heard  of  him  he 
was  living  on  Big  Blue  River,  in  In- 
diana (Harrison  Co.,  I  think),  and 
where  he  had  resided  ever  since  be- 
fore the  beginning  of  my  recollection. 
My  father  (Thomas)  died  the  17th  of 
January,  1851,  in  Coles  County,  Illin- 
ois, where  he  had  resided  twenty 
years.  I  am  his  only  child,  I  have  re- 
sided here,  and  hereabouts,  twenty- 
three  years.  I  am  forty-five  years  of 
age,  and  have  a  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren, the  oldest  eleven  years.  My  wife 
was  born  and  raised  at  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky; and  my  connection  with  her 
has  sometimes  taken  me  there,  where 
I  have  heard  the  older  people  of  her 
relations  speak  of  your  uncle  Thomas 
and  his  family.  He  is  dead  long  ago, 
and  his  descendants  have  gone  to  some 
part  of  Missouri,  as  I  recollect  what  I 
was  told.  When  I  was  at  Washington 
in  1848,  I  got  up  a  correspondence 
with  David  Lincoln,  residing  at 
Sparta,  Rockingham  County,  Vir- 
ginia, who,  like  yourself,  was  a  first 
cousin  of  my  father;  but  I  forget,  if 
he  informed  me,  which  of  my  grand- 
father's brothers  was  his  father.  With 
Col.  Crozier,  of  whom  you  speak,  I 
formed  quite  an  intimate  acquain- 
tance, for  a  short  one,  while  at  Wash- 
ington ;  and  when  you  meet  him  again 
I  will  thank  you  to  present  him  my  re- 
spects. Your  present  governor,  An- 
drew Johnson,  was  also  at  Washing- 
ton while  I  was;  and  he  told  me  of 
there  being  people  of  the  name  of 
Lincoln  in  Carter  County,  I  think.  I 
can  no  longer  claim  to  be  a  young 
man  myself;  but  I  infer  that,  as  you 
are  of  the  same  generation  as  my 
father,  you  are  some  older.  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  hear  from  you  again. 
Very  truly  your  relative, 

A.  Lincoln. 
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RICHARD  V.  B.  LINCOLN 
Son  of  John  and  Hannah  Lincoln. 
His  Grandfather  Mordecai  of 
Pennsylvania  was  the  Great,  Great 
Grandfather  of  the  President.  Rich- 
ard Lived  at  Mifflinburg,  Pa. 

Springfield,  Ills.  April  6,   1860 
Richd.  V.  B.  Lincoln,  Esq 

My  dear  Sir 

Owing  to  absence  from  home,  yours 
of  March  19th  was  not  received  till 
yesterday — You  are  a  little  mistaken 
- — My  grandfather  did  not  go  from 
Berks  Co.  Pa;  but,  as  I  learn,  his  an- 
cestors did,  some  time  before  his  birth 
— He  was  born  in  Rockingham  Co. 
Va. ;  went  from  there  to  Kentucky, 
and  there  was  killed  by  Indians  about 
1784 — That  the  family  originally 
came  from  Berks,  I  learned  a  dozen 
years  ago,  by  letter,  from  one  of 
them,  then  residing  at  Sparta,  Rock- 
ingham Co.  Va.  His  name  was  David 
Lincoln — I  remember,  long  ago,  see- 
ing Austin  Lincoln,  &  Davis  Lincoln, 
said  to  be  sons  of  Hannaniel,  or  An- 
nanial  Lincoln,  who  was  said  to  have 
been  a  cousin  of  my  grand-father — I 
have  no  doubt  you  and  I  are  distantly 
related — I  should  think  from  what 
you  say,  that  you  and  my  father  were 
second  cousins — 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at 
any  time — 

Yours  very  truly 
A.  Lincoln. 

JOHN  CHRISMAN 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Lin- 
coln Chrisman.  Elizabeth  Was  the 
Daughter  of  Jacob  Lincoln  and  a 
First  Cousin  of  the  President's 
Father. 

Springfield,  111.,  Sept.  21,  1860. 
John  Chrisman,  Esq. 


My  dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  13th. 
was  duly  received.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  you  and  I  are  related.  My  grand- 
father's Christian  name  was  "Abra- 
ham." He  had  four  brothers — Isaac, 
Jacob,  John,  and  Thomas.  They  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  my  grand- 
father, and  some,  if  not  all,  the  others, 
in  early  life  removed  to  Rockingham 
County,  Virginia.  There  my  father — 
named  Thomas — was  born.  From 
there  my  grandfather  removed  to 
Kentucky  and  was  killed  by  the  In- 
dians about  the  year  1784.  His  brother 
Thomas  who  was  my  father's  uncle 
also  removed  to  Kentucky — to  Fay- 
ette County,  I  think — where,  as  I  un- 
derstand, he  lived  and  died.  I  close  by 
repeating  that  I  have  no  doubt  that 
you  and  I  are  related. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A,  Lincoln. 

NATHANIEL  GRIGSBY 
Brother  of  Allen  Grigsby  Who  Mar- 
ried  Sarah   Lincoln,   Sister   of   the 
President. 

Springfield,  Ills., 
Sept.  20,  1860. 
Nathaniel  Grigsby,  Esq., 

My  dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  July 
19th  was  received  only  a  few  days  ago 
having  been  mailed  by  your  brother  at 
Gentryville,  Ind.,  on  the  12th  of  the 
month.  A  few  days  ago.  Gov.  Wood  of 
Quincy  told  me  he  saw  you,  and  that 
you  said  you  had  written  me.  I  had 
not  then  received  your  letter. 

Of  our  three  families  who  removed 
from  Indiana  together,  my  father, 
Squire  Hall,  and  John  D.  Johnston, 
are  dead,  and  all  the  rest  of  us  are 
yet  living,  of  course  the  younger  ones 
are  grown  up,  marriages  contracted 
and  new  ones  born.  I  have  three  boys 
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now,  the  oldest  of  which  is  seventeen 
years  of  age. 

There  is  now  a  Republican  elec- 
toral ticket  in  Missouri,  so  that  you 
can  vote  for  me  if  your  neighbors  will 
let  you.  I  would  advise  you  not  to 
get  into  any  trouble  about  it.  Give  my 
kindest  regards  to  your  brother  Char- 
lie. Within  the  present  year  I  have  had 
two  letters  from  John  Gorden,  who  is 
living  somewhere  in  Missouri,  I  forget 
exactly  where,  and  he  says  his  father 
and  mother  are  still  living  near  him. 
Yours  very  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

JOHN  HANKS 
Son     of     William     and     Elizabeth 
Hanks.  Supposed  to  Have  Been  a 
First    Cousin    of    the    President's 
Mother. 

Springfield,  Ills.  Aug.  24,  1860 
John  Hanks,  Esq 

My  Dear  Sir: 

Yours  of  the  23rd  is  received.  My 
recollection  is  that  I  never  lived  in 
the  same  neighborhood  with  Charles 
Hanks  till  I  came  to  Macon  county, 
Illinois,  after  I  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  As  I  understand,  he  and  I  were 
born  in  different  counties  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  never  saw  each  other  in 
that  State;  that  while  I  was  a  very 
small  boy  my  father  moved  to  In- 
diana, and  your  father  with  his  fam- 
ily remained  in  Kentucky  for  many 
years.  At  length  you,  a  young  man 
grown,  came  to  our  neighborhood, 
and  were  at  our  house,  off  and  on,  a 
great  deal  for  three,  four,  or  five 
years;  and  during  the  time,  your 
father,  with  his  whole  family,  except 
William,  Charles,  and  William  Miller, 
who  had  married  one  of  your  sisters, 
came  to  the  same  neighborhood  in 
Indiana,  and  remained  a  year  or  two. 


and  then  went  to  Illinois.  William, 
Charles,  and  William  Miller,  had 
moved  directly  from  Kentucky  to 
Illinois,  not  even  passing  through  our 
neighborhood  in  Indiana.  Once,  a 
year  or  two  before  I  came  to  Illinois, 
Charles,  with  some  others,  had  been 
back  to  Kentucky,  and  returning  to 
Illinois,  passed  through  our  neigh- 
borhood in  Indiana.  He  stopped,  I 
think,  but  one  day,  (certainly  not  as 
much  as  three)  ;  and  this  was  the  first 
time  I  ever  saw  him  in  my  life,  and 
the  only  time,  till  I  came  to  Illinois, 
as  before  stated.  The  year  I  passed  in 
Macon  County  I  was  with  him  a  good 
deal — mostly  on  his  own  place,  where 
I  helped  him  at  breaking  prairie,  with 
a  joint  team  of  his  and  ours,  which  in 
turn,  broke  some  on  the  new  place  we 
were  improving. 

This  is,  as  I  remember  it.  Dont 
let  this  letter  be  made  public  by  any 
means. 

Yours  very  truly 

A.  Lincoln. 


Springfield,  Jan.  28,  1861 
Dear  John: 

I  now  think  I  will  be  in  Decatur, 
going  to  Coles,  on  the  day  after  to- 
morrow Wednesday  the  30th  of  the 
month — be  ready  and  go  along. 
Yours  as  ever 
A.  Lincoln. 

NINIAN  W.  EDWARDS 
Husband    of   Elizabeth    Todd    Ed- 
•wards   and   Brother-in-law   of   the 
President. 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  19,  1861. 
Hon.  N.  W.  Edwards 

My  dear  Sir:  It  pains  me  to  hear 
you  speak  of  being  ruined  in  your  pe- 
cuniary affairs.  I  still  hope  you  are 
injured  only,  and  not  ruined.  When 
you  wrote  me  some  time  ago  in  refer- 
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ence  to  looking  up  something  in  the 
Departments  here,  I  thought  I  would 
inquire  into  the  thing  and  write  you, 
but  the  extraordinary  pressure  upon 
me  diverted  me  from  it,  and  soon  it 
passed  out  of  my  mind.  The  thing  you 
proposed,  it  seemed  to  me,  I  ought  to 
understand  myself  before  it  was  set  on 
foot  by  my  direction  or  permission; 
and  I  really  had  no  time  to  make  my- 
self acquainted  with  it — nor  have  I 
yet.  And  yet  I  am  unwilling,  of  course, 
that  you  should  be  deprived  of  a 
chance  to  make  something,  if  it  can 
be  done  without  injustice  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  to  any  individual.  If  you 
choose  to  come  here  and  point  out  to 
me  how  this  can  be  done,  I  shall  not 
only  not  object  but  shall  be  gratified 
to  be  able  to  oblige  you. 

Your  friend  as  ever, 

A.  Lincoln. 

MRS.  SUSANNAH  WEATHERS 
Her  Brother,  Ralph  Crume,  Mar- 
ried   Mary    Lincoln,    Aunt    of    the 
President. 

Executive  Mansion 
Washington,  Dec.  4,  1861 
My  Dear  Madam: 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
Nov.  26  and  in  thanking  you  for  the 
present  by  which  it  was  accompanied, 
a  pair  of  socks  so  fine  and  soft  and 
warm  could  hardly  have  been  manu- 
factured in  any  other  way  than  the 
old  Kentucky  fashion.  Your  letter  in- 
forms me  that  your  maiden  name  was 
Crume  and  that  you  were  raised  in 
Washington  County,  Kentucky  by 
which  I  infer  that  an  uncle  of  mine 
by  marriage  was  a  relative  of  yours. 
Nearly  or  quite  60  years  ago,  Ralph 
Crume  married  Mary  Lincoln,  a  sis- 
ter of  my  father  in  Washington 
County,  Kentucky. 


Accept  my  thanks  and  believe  me, 
Very  truly. 
Your  friend, 
A.  Lincoln. 
Mrs.  Susannah  Weathers 
Rossville,  Clinton  Co.,  Ind. 

ELIZABETH  J.  GRIMSLEY 
Daughter  of   Dr.   John  Todd   and 
First  Cousin  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln. 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  6,  1863 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Grimsley, 
Springfield,  111.: 

Is  your  John  ready  to  enter  the 
naval  school?  If  he  is,  telegraph  me 
his  full  name. 

A.  Lincoln. 


Executive  Mansion 
Washington,  August  14,  1863 
My  dear  Cousin  Lizzie:  I  have,  by 
the  law,  two  classes  of  appointments 
to  make  to  the  naval  school — ten  of 
each,  to  the  year.  The  first  class,  ac- 
cording to  the  law,  must  be  of  the 
families  of  meritorious  Naval  Offi- 
cers; while  the  other  class  does  not 
have  such  restrictions.  You  see  at 
once  that  if  I  have  a  vacancy  in  the 
first  class,  I  cannot  appoint  Johnny 
to  it;  and  I  have  intended  for  months 
and  still  intend,  to  appoint  him  to 
the  very  first  vacancy  I  can  get  in  the 
other  class. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  Lincoln 


War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
August  24,  1863 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Grimsley, 
Springfield,  111.: 

I  mail  the  papers  to  you  to-day  ap- 
pointing Johnny  to  the  Naval  school. 

A.  Lincoln 
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C.  M.  SMITH 

Husband  of  Ann  Todd  Smith  and 

Brother-ni-Law  of  the  President. 

Washington,  D.  C, 

September  18,  1863 

C.  M.  Smith,  Esq.,  Springfield,  111.: 

Why  not  name  him  for  the  general 
you  fancy  most?  This  is  my  sug- 
gestion. 

A.  Lincoln 

LEVI  B.  TODD 
Brother  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln 
War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
October  15,  1863 
L.  B.  Todd,  Lexington,  Ky. : 

I  send  the  following  pass  to  your 
care. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  15,  1863. 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

Allow  Mrs.  Robert  S.  Todd,  widow, 
to  go  south  and  bring  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  General  B.  Hardin  Helm,  with 
her  children,  north  to  Kentucky. 

A.  Lincoln. 

EMILY  T.  HELM 
Wido^w    of    General    Ben    Hardin 
Helm     and     Halfsister     of     Mrs. 
Lincoln. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington, 
December  14,  1863. 
Mrs.  Emily  T.  Helm,  not  being  ex- 
cepted from  the  benefits  of  the  proc- 
lamation by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  issued  on  the  eighth 
day  of  December,  1863,  and  having 
on  this  day  taken  and  subscribed  the 
oath  according  to  said  proclamation, 
she  is  fully  relieved  of  all  penalties 
and  forfeitures,  and  remitted  to  all 
her  rights — all  according  to  said 
proclamation,  and  not  otherwise;  and, 
in  regard  to  said  restored  rights  of 
person  and  property,  she  is  to  be  pro- 


tected   and    afforded   facilities    as    a 
loyal  person. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

P.  S.  Mrs.  Helm  claims  to  own  some 
cotton  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and 
also  some  in  Georgia;  and  I  shall  be 
glad,  upon  either  place  being  brought 
within  our  lines,  for  her  to  be  af- 
forded the  proper  facilities  to  show 
her  ownership,  and  take  her  prop- 
erty. 

A.  Lincoln. 
District  of  Columbia 

ss: 
Washington  County, 

I,  Emily  T.  Helm,  do  solemnly 
swear  in  presence  of  Almighty  God 
that  I  will  henceforth  faithfully  sup- 
port, protect,  and  defend  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  the 
union  of  the  States  thereunder;  and 
that  I  will,  in  like  manner,  abide  by 
and  faithfully  support  all  acts  of  Con- 
gress passed  during  the  existing  re- 
bellion with  reference  to  slaves,  so 
long  and  so  far  as  not  repealed,  modi- 
fied, or  held  void  by  Congress,  or  by 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and 
that  I  will,  in  like  manner,  abide  by 
and  faithfully  support  all  proclama- 
tions of  the  President,  made  during 
the  existing  rebellion,  having  refer- 
ence to  slaves  so  long  and  so  far  as 
not  modified  or  declared  void  by  the 
Supreme  Court.  So  help  me  God. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington, 
December  14,  1863. 
Whom  it  may  concern:  It  is  my 
wish  that  Mrs.  Emily  T.  Helm  (widow 
of  the  late  General  B.  H.  Helm,  who 
fell  in  the  Confederate  service),  now 
returning  to  Kentucky,  may  have  pro- 
tection of  persons  and  property,  ex- 
cept as  to  slaves,  of  which  I  say 
nothing. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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